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The European integration project and thstitutional foundation of the European Union have been

in transition for some years nowignificantly, e of the most severe economic crises in the
history of capitalism has shaken the entire social, institutional and economic edifice of the
EuropeanUnion. Europe still experiences series of changes (e.g., Brext)dtransformations

while at the same timesgeries of new challenges for institutional, social, economic and political
actorsis on the rise The academic communijtfaces similarchallenges in its attempt to capture
and interpret these changes and their cawgeie at the same tim&iesto place them in their

historical context.

The conference set the following indicative streams in its aim to discuss and elaborate on the
subject matter:
1 Inequality and social crisis
Precarious work and labor rights
The right to housing and the process of gentrification
The rise of new social movements, new collectivities and the relation between old and new
Political parties and sociahovements in a new context
The EU and geopolitics
Militarization and security issues in the EU

The EMU, monetary policies and their impact on state / social policies
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The welfare state transformation and the abolishment of forms of social ownership (i.e.
cooperatives)

Technology as a form of ideology

Migration / Refugee crisis in the EU and the Mediterranean region

Alternative visions for social, political and ecological transformation

= =2 =4

Commons and the struggle for common space

Within this content taconference aimed toontribute:
- To critically identify alternative perspectives, approaches and practices on the
process ofhe European integration and of the institutional foundation of the EU;
- To examinéghowthe new phase of the European integration deisthsthe changes,

challenges and transformations.
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- To comment on th@ew context of sockpolitical, legal and economic relations
formed, between analithin the membertates, organizatiorendmovementswith

aparticular emphasiglacedon the Southern European and Mediterranean region.

Conference Organisation

The conference was organized and hosted by Alexander College, Promitheas Research Institute
and AlexandeResearch Centmen 09 February 2019, Larnaca, Cyprus

The Conference Osmising Committeememberswere Dr Nikos Karfakis, Dr Yiannos
Katsourides, Dr Panayiota Arnou and Costas Christodoulides

The Conference Program S@mmmitteeanembers werklarios Andreowsenior Lecturer, Faculty

of Law, Alexander College an®anayiois Elia, Researcherwho as well supervised the

publication of the Conference Proceedings
Review Process

Abstracts for papers and presentations were reviewed by Dr Nikos Karfakis and Dr Yiannos

Katsourides
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WELCOMING ADDRESSES
Nikos Karfakis
Alexander College

Welcome everyone,
My name is Dr Nikos Karfakis. | am the director of the MBA programme here at Alexander
College and member of the organising committee. | am honored and pleased to welcome you all

to the conference.

The topic of the conference is 6The European
The purpose of the conference is to critically approach the wider transformations and challenges
within and of the European Union.

In other words, the aim is tdentify, discuss and analyse the issues and the problems that the
European Union currently faces in a number of levels, such as the political, economic, institutional,

social, and environmental level

The academic community faces the challenge of triongnderstand the causes and the meaning

of these changes and challenges antbatextualizinghem historically.

The conference aims to point out critical and alternatives views, approaches and practices with
regards to the process of European intégmagind to show how this process forms a new
framework of social, political, legal and economic relations within and between states,

organisations, and social movements.

| would like to invite our first speaker, the Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr Nikdsistodoulides,

to the podium. He will discuss the European Union and the geopolitical role of Cyprus.
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Yiannos Katsourides

University of Cyprus Promitheas Research Institute
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OPENING SPEECH

The European Union and the role of Cyprus: Geopolitics, Transformations
and Challenges

Nikos Christodoulides
Minister of Foreign Affairs, Republic of Cyprus

Ladies andsentlemen,
Dear Friends,

It is with great honour and pleasure that | address such a young and vibrant audience at this day
long conference at Alexander College, organized in collaboration with the Promitheas Research

Institute.Let me congratulate botloif this initiative.

The theme of my interventio, The EU and the Role of Cyprus:
and Challenges js more relevant than ever, not least due to the challenges, but also

opportunitiesfaced both by the European Union, andhmy tegion of the Eastern Mediterranean.

Let us tackle some of the main concepts of t
geopoliticsi n i nt ernational relations®é vocabul ary re
power relationships. #other key word in my interventiontransformation- is definedas the

process of changing from one state to another. Indeed, contemporary geopolitics are constantly
experiencing transformatiorwhether this is due to political developments, economigakand

even environmental factorscreating, challenges, but, as | will attempt to illustrate, they are

creatingalso opportunities.

The role of Cyprus in the current geopolitical environment is dictated by a number of factors.
These include its geographical position in the s@atstern corner of the European Union, at the
crossroad of three continents, its status as a member ofrthygelan Union, as well @s excellent

relations with its neighbours, both in the Middle East and the Gulf.

Dear friends,
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Looking at the picture the EU presents at this moment certainly fits the description
Atransformations and chall engeso, perhaps now
the ashes gbostWorldWa r | | Europe. And vy e tlongandadrkirabteg b a c |
history - to my opinion the most successful political project of the 20th centwg can draw

invaluable lessons on how to turn these transformations and challenges into opportunities.

Let us consider some of these challenges théagék starting witlBrexit.

For the first time in its history, one marked by progressive enlargement and continued integration,
a member state of the Union has opted to leave the EU. Beyond the deeply complex technical,
legal, economic questions that Bitepresents us with, the underlining, defining challenge is the

test Brexit presents to the unity acwhesion of the EU.

Cyprus has had a consistent position on the issue of Brexit. Throughout negotiations we have
maintained a constructive stance, stheg that what is of crucial importance is to preserve a united
front between the EU27, and safeguard the EUO:
of this unprecedented crisis stronger, if we maintain this united front, and if we take this
opportunity to address chronic deficiencies in the way the Brussels system works, and if we come

closer to European citizens and address more effectively their concerns.

Beyond Brexit, another ongoing chall echljpg, whi
shaken Europe to its core, threatening its unity and cohesion,rigghagion crisis. Triggered by
conflict and dest r uadghbouthoddaoupl€dmwithr ecomams and otinee d i a t
factors, has led to a flow of migrants to Europet ki@s not only caused a humanitarian crisis, but

whi ch has also put incredible strain on Europ¢
to the test not always successfullysome of the core values and principles of the EU, such as
solidaity, shared responsibility, burden sharing.

Cyprus, as well as other first line EU countries in the Mediterranean, is also under serious
migratory pressure, both due to its geographical position and the continuous illegal military
Turkish occupation ofart of its territory. And we have stressed since the beginning of the crisis
thatatwef ol d approach is needed. On the one hand,

solidarity, shared responsibility and burden sharing, and at the same time gt engage
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more actively in addressing the root causes of the migration-casigell as ofphenomena such
as therise of violentextremisswvh i ch can be tr aced neighbdurhdogp Cypr
the Eastern Mediterranean.

Dear friends,

In these unchartered waters, Cyprus has embarked on a journey to fully utilize its geographical
position, as well as its status as an EU member. The driving force behind this journey is to amplify
its role as a geostrategic bridge between the region ang&umad also to make the case for
Europe increasing its engagement and positive footprint in the region as part of effectively

addressing its challenges.

Cyprus adamantly believes that current chall er
force it to reinvent, and to look for new grounds to breed cohesion. We must look for answers
where many these challenges bre@acluding the Eastern Mediterraneaand we believe that

Cyprus can play an important role in this direction. And while theisolof the Cyprus problem

will always remain the number one priority of the Cypriot Government, over the last six years we

have embarked on a different strategy that we also believe serves our efforts on the Cyprus
problem. We have taken concrete stepsmioving beyond a monothematic foreign policy,
projecting into a diverse, poly hemat i ¢ one, wutilizing Cyprusos
a vision for our region that resonates well beyond the boundaries of the Eastern Mediterranean.

One of thepillarsof this multifaceted foreign policy is the enhancement and expansion of our
relations with countries in our immediate region, the Middle East and the Gulf. At the core of this
first pillar is geography and the unique geographical position of Cyprtiseomap that | have
referred to at the outset. In the last few years our determined efforts have focused on transforming
our geographical position into a blessing, placing it at the forefront of our geostrategic
value.Building on the traditionally excetie relations with our neighbours, we have worked
methodically in deepening our ties, and building cooperation that yields tangible results that are
beneficial not only for the countries involved but also for the region as a whole. That is because
we are @lly cognizant of the fact that a primary force in international relations is concurrence of

interests.
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Indicative of this priority is the fact that within the first month of assuming office | visited Israel,
Egypt, Lebanon, Jordan, as well as Saudi Arand the United Arab Emirates. In November |
visited Kuwait, yesterday | completed my official visit to Oman and there is an upcoming visit
next month to Bahrain.

Beyond the bilateral value of this effort, our actions are underpinnetbbg-éermvision for our

region, which we believe is important also for Europe. At a time of shifting of powers in the region,
we see significant added value in increasing EU involvement in the region. We believe our vision
for the Eastern Mediterranean is relevant biseahe region is highly relevant. We keep making

the case at every opportunity in Brussels that unless Europe turns its attention to this region, it
cannot effectively come out of the challengi
exampe, the root causes of which are to be found in the Eastern Mediterranean, or the rise of
violent extremism. Unless the Union becomes more engaged in the political efforts to end the war
in Syria, in the efforts to restart the Middle East Peace Procegsulitl be naive to think they

could be effectively addressed.

We believe that Cyprus, a member state of the Union and at the same time a country of the region
with historically close and excellent bilateral relations with its neighbours and a deep
undersanding of the dynamic of the region, can play a catalytic role in this direction.The trilateral
cooperation mechanisms we have established in the region, are part of the implementation of this
first pillar. Working with Greece, and others in the regi@ach as Israel, Egypt, Jordan, Lebanon

and Palestine Cyprus has created these regional cooperation fora that are a manifestation of our
strategy to create synergies and forge closer cooperation with moderate countries of the region in
a broad range of aas: from political and economic cooperation to security, energy, education and
innovation, agriculture.

The fact that these fora have attracted the interest of other countries is recognition of their added
value and the potential they have in reshapingegen. France and the United States have also
expressed its desire to participate in the trilateral formations. Moreover, the decision taken to
establish a permanent secretariat for these regional fora in Nicosia is stepping stonenig the

termvision we have for the region.
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A secondpillar of our foreign policy, is a more active involvement of Cyprus within the EU,
beyond issues that directly touch upon the Cyprus problem, or Turkey, which for a long time

following our accession to the EU i0@4 perhaps inevitably was the case.

We have worked methodically to build our voice in Brussels on an array of issues where Cyprus
has a strong added value. Take for example issues relating to our region. Cyprus has a deep
understanding of the way coumsiin the region operate, how to get messages across effectively.
Countries in the region often react to what they see as a lack of understanding by the EU of the
complexities of the region and the dynamics within their countries. Cyprus is seen able,credi
trustworthy, reliable channel of communication between the EU and countries in the region, and

this is being increasingly recognized.

Indicative of the focus we are placing on building an active involvement within the EU is the
decision to form a Peranent Secretariat on EU affairs in charge of horizontal cooperation within
the government on the whole range of EU issues, formulating positions, and building a more
effective and preactive participation for Cyprus in Brussels.

A recent example d€yprus increasing role in the EU is the recent 5th Summit of Heads of State
or Government of the Southern European Union Countries that took place in Nicosia dhdhe 29
January 2019. During the Summit, the Heads of State or Government of Cyprus, Graece,

Italy, Malta, Portugal and Spain, had a fruitful exchange on a series of important matters of the
current European agenda that are of mutual interest and concern. The Leaders had the chance to
exchange views on common challenges that the sthtke Mediterranean, are faced with, such

as the Migration issue, the ongoing efforts to advance the Economic and Monetary Union, the
Energy Security of the Union and on Climate Change that heavily impacts the Mediterranean.
They also exchanged views omrthuture of Europe, the Multiannual Financial Framework 2021
2027, and Brexit, as well as the upcoming-E¢ague of Sharm el Sheikh Arab States Summit at
the end of the month.

The Leaders of the MED7 Group reiterated their strong commitment to the Banopgect and
values, in order to address multiple challenges through solidarity and collective responses at the
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EU |l evel. To this end they adopted a common
reflects the common position and objectives of tbatern European Union Countries on the

main issues of the current European Agenda. This Declaration is a collective input to the dialogue
taking place in Brussels on a number of important topics and will serve as their blueprint for the

months to come.

Dear Friends,

Whet her we work within a bilateral or mul til a
always has as a common denominator, the need to preserve EU unity and solidarity. Our firm belief

is that the solution to the many challenges th@bfiaces is not less Europe but more Europe, a
stronger and more effective Europe with a more robust footing in international relations, closer to

its citizens. A common voice between mémber states is also indispensable in safeguarding our

effectivenss and credibility.

To this end, Cyprus will continue to play a role. Cyprus remains committed towards maintaining
and further developing the traditionally excellent relations with ngsghbours Through
methodical work that hadang-termvision that equires patience, Cyprus will continue deepening

its ties in the region and within the European Union, creating synergies that yield specific results
that are beneficial to everyone.

Let me conclude by thanking you once again for your initiative andfinieg me the opportunity

to share my thoughts with you, and gain an insight into your perspective and expert assessments.

Thank you for your attention.
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Brexit: Chronicles of a foretold crisis

Christian Dadomo
University of the West oEngland, Bristol

The European regional integration seemed to be unstoppable and unbreakable despite the many political and
economic crises it sailed through since the 70s and more recently in the past decade in the aftermath of the
2008 financial crisisYet, for the first time in its history, one of its largest and most politically and
economically powerful and influential Member States, the UK, took in 2016 the extraordinary decision to
leave the European Unid&U). Following an explanation of the Brexit process, two fundamental questions

are addressed, namely whether Brexit was predictable and inevitable, and the consequencegeaf a no
Brexit.

Keywords: Brexif EU, UK, Withdrawal AgreemenEU (Withdrawal) Act 2018

The European integration process is certainly the most advanced and remarkable example of
regional integration unequalled so far in no other parts of the world even though some lighter forms
of regional integration, such as MercosurASEAN Economic Communityhave been more or

less modelled on the EU. The European regional integration seemed to be unstoppable and
unbreakable despite the many political and economic crises it sailed through since the 70s and

more recently in the padecade in the aftermath of the 2008 financial crisis.

Yet, for the first time in its history, one of its largest and most politically and economically
powerful and influential Member States, the UK, took in 2016 the extraordinary decision to leave
the Eubpean Union (EU)Until the adoption of the Lisbon treaty in 2009, membership to the EU
was for life as the original Treaty of Rome and its subsequent amending Treaties never included a
clause of withdrawal. Inspired from Article6D of the Treaty estakhing a Constitution for
Europe, Article 50 TEU recognised for the first time the right of Member States to withdraw
voluntarily and unilaterally from the EU. Ironically, this new provision was designed by its drafters

to deter the EU Member States fronmtuadly withdrawing from the EU and was certainly not
designed with the UK in mind. It could be even argued, like Mauro Gatti convincingly does, that
OArticle 50 introduces a procedure that disco
provisionthat enabled the triggering of one of the most extraordinary and unprecedented events in

EU history, i.e. the withdrawal of the UK com

This was decided following a referendum that took place on 23 June 2016. The resu§$ . @&

ALeaveo and 48. 1% AStayo and the turnout was
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However, while England (the largest country) and Wales voted clearly in favour of leave (53.4%
and 52.5% respectively), Northern Ireland and Scotland \exedvhelmingly for remain (55.8%
and 62% respectively).

Following the triggering of Article 50 TEU by the UK, a twear period of negotiations and
preparations for Brexit started with an official leave of the UK from the EU being scheduled for

29 March2019. As a result of the official notification under Article 50 TEU, the European Council
(minus the UK) adopted 6Guidelines following
TEUOG at its Special meeting ofritlthe OB Wr aapmedan hE@
principles for transparency in negotiations |
negotiation of an agreement with the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland setting

out the arrangements for its withdmaw f r om t he Eur opean Union on

After months of more difficult, complex and protracted negotiations than originally expected in

t he UK, the current Prime Minister Theresa |
consisting of é685-page withdrawal agreement and ap#gje statement of the future relations

between the UK and the EU.

The Withdrawal Agreement, a legaliynding document, includes mainly provisions on the
financial settlement (how much money the UK owes the EU),rthtegtion of the status and rights

of EU citizens in the UK and the UK citizens in the EU27, and a solution for preventing the return

of the physical border between the two Irelands.

The Statement, which is not legally binding, outlines the-kemgn rehtionship between the UK

and EU in various areas such as trade, defence and seturpgrallel to the start of the
negotiations with the EU, following the UK Government formal announcement iQuben's

Speecton 21 June 2017 of the introduction of the
the UK to leave the European Union, theropean Union (WithdrawaBill was tabled for its first

reading in the House of Commons on 13 July 2017. After 272 hours of debate in both House of
Parliament, the original Bill consisting of 19 clauses and 8 stb®ducreased in length to 25

sections and 9 schedules when it received Royal Assent on 26 June 2018.

The purpose of the European Union (Withdrawal) Act is primarily to:
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1. repeal the European Communities Act 1972 (as amended), which provided legal authority
and direct effect of EU law in UK law;

2.set the day (fexit dayo) on which the UK e
pm), subject to possible modification owing to the ratification of the withdrawal agreement
or agreed extension of the negotiatpegiod;

3. Arenationalise0 existing EU |l egislation by
copying and pasting exercise of EU law adopted during the membership of the UK to the
EU; and,

4. as aresult, authorise ministers to adopt statutory instrisn@make the necessary changes
to UK primary and secondary legislation more quickly in those areas where EU law will

no | onger be part of UK |l aw (the so called

Of particular relevance is Section 13 on Parliamentary approval of the outcome of negotiations

with the EU, under which Parliament has been granted a stronger role in the ratification of the
Withdrawal Agreement than under the normal procedure as set &atri Two (Ratification of

Treaties) othe ConstitutionaReform and Governance Act 2010. Under the procedure set out in
Section 13, explicit Parliamentaryapprovalfor any agreement reached between the UK
Government and the EU must be secured.SAs ct i on 13 ( 17hé di)hdragal o vi d e
agreement may be ratified only if: (e€) an Ac
provision for the i mplementation of the withd

Should have no agreement been reached by the end afid&y2019 (Subsection (7)) or at the

end of 21 January 2019 (Subsection (10)), Parliament could then, under Subsections (8) and (11)
respectively, scrutinise and express a VvView or
propose to proceed.

Holdi ng its first o6émeaningful voted on 15 Janua
with 432 votes against and 202 votes for mainly on the ground that the deal would tie the UK to

the EU indefinitely while having no say over EU rules, and woutdipel UK in an even worse

position than if the UK remained a Member States. MPs further rejected the deal on 12 March
2019 by 391 votes to 242 andealn Br3e xMatr&c.h vot e
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Foll owing OIliver Letwinos snessiotdesetadide foralsdriesn g f
of indicative votes on 27 March, MPs voted on 25 March to take control of the parliamentary
timetable in an attempt to find a majority for any Brexit option. All eight motions offering
alternatives to the Withdrawal Agmment, from NeDeal to Confirmatory Public Vote and

including Customs Union, Common Market 2.0, Revoke to Avoid No Deal, EFTA and EEA,
Preferential Arrangements and Labourdés Altern
the defeat of Governmenten t hi rd Omeaningful voted on 29 N
the selected options above (Confirmatory Public Vote, Customs Union, Common Market 2.0 and

Parliamentary Supremacy) on 1 April.

I n parallel to those keynvddedMartchl ROWONogft hea
motion instructing the government to request an extension of Article 50 TEU, the Prime Minister
wrote a letter on 20 March 2019 to European Council President Donald Tusk, asking for an

extension until 30 June 2019.

The EU27 leaders agreed at the European Council meeting of 21 March 2019 to grant an extension
to 22 May 2019 provided the Withdrawal Agreement is approved the following week or 12 April
2019 if the Withdrawal Agreement is again rejected by the Houserofr@ms, in which case it

was expected O6the United Kingdom indicat (ed)
by t he Eur ophe BUR7 a0 reiteratedlodce more that there could be no opening of
the Withdrawal Agreement agreed in Novembe@t8.

However, as there seemed to be no sign of progress in the British Parliament at the end of March
and early April, the Prime Minister wrote to Donald Tusk, the President of the European Council,
on 5 April 2019 to request a further extension toehd of June 2019. At the European Council
meeting of 10 April 2019, the UK and EU27 agreed to extend Article 50 until 31 October 2019
(the secalled Halloween deadline).

In the meantime, the Prime Minister also initiated ciuesdy talks with the Leadeof the
Opposition to attempt to finalise a deal that would win the support of the House of Commons.
Those talks collapsed.

These spanners in the clockwork have thrown the UK into further and greater chaos.
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Two fundamental questions need answering:
- Was Bexit unpredictable and inevitable?

- What will be the potential consequences of aleal Brexit for the UK?

1. Was Brexit unpredictable and inevitable?

On 10 November 2015, Prime Minister David Cameron sent a letter to the President of the
EuropeanCouncbonal d Tusk entitled OA New Settl|l ement
European Union6é and setting out the British (
UK6s membership of the European Union e n the
competitiveness, sovereignty and immigration. As David Cameron wrote in his letter, these
reforms aimed fito address the concerns of the
European Union. o Af ter a f ewnciveelaptedatitsineetmg@ g ot i @
of 18 and 19 February 2016, a decision concerning a New Settlement for the United Kingdom

within the European Union.

I n a Governmentéds White Paper entitled O6The b

status in a reformed European Unionbo, Pri me M
We have secured a new settlement to give the United Kingdom special staigs in
European Union. As this White Paper sets out, we will be permanently out of ever closer
union, ensuring we can never be part of a European-stgder There will be tough new
restrictions on access to our welfare system for EU migrants, so that pdapme to
our country can no longer take out before putting something in. And we have also secured
vital protections for our economy, with a full say over the rules of the free trade single
market, while remaining outside the Eurozone.

Our special stafs gives us the best of both worlds.

Yet, this was not enough. And he carried on s
first to say that there are still many ways in which Europe needs to improve. The task of reforming
the European Upn does not end with this agreement, and | will continue to pursue the further

reform that Europe needs and which the Britis
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I n a strong position because of this New Set
commitmenf{ he) made when (he) stood for a second t
to Parliament that the British people decided its future in Europe througloahreferendum on

Thursday 23rd June.

The reaction of the continental press to the New &ettht was mixed notably noting that if
ADavid Cameron won most of the concessions he
Brussels summito, this was at the risk of com

and lack of solidarity amm@ the member states have never before seemed so deep"”.

Other papers, notably the Hungarian news website Napi.hu, whose headline read "Brexit: The
eurosceptics don't like the deal", observed that David Cameron would still have to persuade the
Eurosceptis wi t hin his own party that @Athe answers
t hat the UK would Afbe stronger remaining 1in
own because [it] can play a | e adtonsffommwihine i n o

hel ping to make the big decisions on trade an

We now know that he failed to do so. Why is that? The answer to this question certainly lies in the

way the British have always perceived themselvdseT e x pr essi ons fibest of
Aspeci al statuso used in the title of the Whi
has always seen itself in its relationship with the European Union. Indeed, since the Fontainebleau
European Summit ad5-26 June 1984, the UK successfully obtained the still in force budgetary

rebate and since the Maastricht Treaty a variety ebats regarding membership to the Eurozone

and the Schengen area and relating to Part Three, Title V of the TFEU on th&f Areadom,

Security and Justice.

Britainds belief in its exceptionalism and su
as Scottish historian and writer Gerry Hassan
it means to be Brita and British. To be different from our neighbours. To not be European in the

same way. o0 Because of this past that it never

as that would have meant becoming something d
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This would be eobed by Maurice Faure, a former minister in several French Governments, who
with great foresight, wrote in 1982 about UKO®G:
the sense that when England knocked on the door of the European Community, the oldest
Europeans thought i1t was proof that the Commur
England did not join to reinforce the Economic Community, she did so when she understood that
there were fewer disadvantages for her to be inside than outsideséefram inside, she could

bl ock decisions which she deemed hostile [ é]
Community is as we understand it, which really is the sharing of competences that we no longer

can exercise effectively at the national ldwet that we can exercise in a far more efficient manner

at Community | evel for reasons of size, of te

He further lamented that the Community impetus and achievements were much dampened after
the entry of the UK in the Europe@ommunity, and regretted that the British issue was a difficult

one to address as the Treaty of Rome did not provide for the possibility of expulsion of an EC
Member State. Faure, who died in March 2014, would certainly have rejoiced at the decision of
the British people to withdraw from the European Union.

The development of Euroscepticism in the UK, fuelled by a hostile tabloid press regularly
publishing deliberately inaccurate and misleading stories about the European Union and by the
emergenceintht990s of the UK Independence Party (UKI
amongst many voters at the condition of pmat Britain, anxiety about change, and a fear of the
futuredo, have naturally contri butodd Btro ttah eniérs 1
and, ultimately, to voting in favour of exiting the European Union. The writing of Brexit had
always been on the wall.

Following the failure of the crogsarty talks with the Labour party, the announcement on Friday

7 June 2019 by Thesa May of her resignation as Prime Minister and the launch of a new contest

for the leadership of the Conservative party and therefore the premiership with Boris Johnson
being the clear favourite, the UK leaving the EU without a deal on 31 October hasebiéw

most probable scenario. This would entail that the UK will leave the EU without any clear

agreements on the future of the relationship between Britain and the Union.
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This leads us to the following question:

2. What will be the potential consequences of a ndeal Brexit for the UK?

According to French Senator Christian Cambon, Brexit is a nonsense from the perspective of
globalisation, the economy and gstnategy. One should add that Brexit is also a nonsense from

an internal constituticad and political one.

The antimultilateralism policy of President Trump, the repeated affirmations and demonstrations

of power by Russia and China and the many crises looming at the gates of the European Union
should only drive the EU Member States todggreater unity rather than division, yet the UK
chose to turn to and stare at its past. This i

influence in the world will be irremediably diminished.

Although the sudden collapse of the Britishonomy foreseen by many to happen after the
referendum did not materialise save for the drop in value of the British pomhidh in a way

was predictable since the UK would remain a member of the EU for the whole period of the
withdrawal negotiationsfeer the triggering of Article 50 TEU until such time the UK leaves the

EU T one should not become complacent and underestimate the economic consequences of a no

deal scenario even if the British economy appears to be fairly resilient at the moment.

Econoni cal ly, as Mr Barnier6s de p-ddalywoudmsesantheey an d
a part of the regulatory and supervisory structure of the economy break$ awaych bigger

chall enged than for the EU. Anoomnwmg abéfieNov aBr ex s
are the rantroduction of border checks, changes in the transport and trade procedures between the
island and the EU, the question of the land border between the two Irelamdydaction of the

roaming charges, and no transitiperiod.

Contrary to what hard Brexiters, notably the members of the European Research Group led by
Jacob ReeMo g g , dogmatically believe, Aifalling bac
British economy nor will the Commonwealth viewed as the E¢sorado but represents only

8.5% of UK trade. Furthermore, the UK currently is at pain to renegotiate or roll over free trade

agreements with third countries that have been concluded or are being negotiated by the European
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Union. While Brexit has not yehappened, the British economy is already feeling the pinch: the
UK has already lost 1.5 percent of its GDP; 1000 billion Euros of liquid assets have already been
transferred from the City to the continent; and the loss of financial passporting willdraougess

if not disastrous, effects on a sector that constitutes 20 percent of the British economy.

While only one study conducted by Economists for Free Trade predicts that Brexit will provide a
significant boost to the UK economy, the majority of steadiei suggest the UK ecor
more slowly after Brexit than it would do as a member of the EU, with those predictions ranging
from a negligible cost to an 18% reduction in output in 2030 compared to a world in which the UK
remained a member ofthe BU Such predictions would be wor s

with each other on WTO terms.

Brexit is also a gestrategic nonsense. In the era of contirsené States, the centre of gravity of
international relations is definitively shifting towards tpacific; no one European State will
represent more than 1 percent of the world population in 2050 and none 6f imeybe with the
exception of Germany will be amongst the first 10 economic powers. In this context, no single
EU State has an interestgaeing the EU breaking up. The UK is fully aware of this evolution and

is more than ever interested in the European Union foreign and security policy, which is one of the

paradoxes of Brexit.

Finally, Brexit is a nonsense from a domestic political anstitutional perspective. As Brendan
Donnell vy, the Director of the Feder al Trust ,
raised fundamental questions about the viability of both conservative and labour parties in their
current form. The chaasf a neadeal will certainly come at a cost of great suffering and instability

for the UK as a whole. o0 The catastrophic perf
European el ections have confirmed Dayami¢he!| y o6 s
election of a new Prime Minister by the Conservative party will not change this outcome and there

is no reason to believe that British MPs will be more able to make the fundamental choice about
the UKG6s political f u hawrAdiclevbd deadline than theymere lase n c e
Mar c h. A's Do n rmaakclysyic Braxianightdvell make éh¢ necessary restructuring

of British politics easier, but at the cost o
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More painful though is the pabte dissolution of the United Kingdom in the face of Scottish and
Northern I relandbs separation. Since both 1in
Brexit referendum was in favour of staying in the European Union, now the possibilitiesmof
organizing a referendum for their separation from UK and application to become a member of the
EU is extremely high. In the 2014 referendum on Scottish Independence the vote was in favour of
staying in the UK mainly because that meant staying in tlief&an Union. Thus, in the current

set of events the wind is changing and Brexit could lead to more than just Britain leaving the EU
but to its own dissolution. Yet, and frighteningly enough, this potential effect of Brexit does not
seem to particularly arry Conservative party members who are ready to sacrifice the integrity of

the UK.

Undoubtedly, future historians will analyse Brexit as the greatest challenge that the European
Union had to face and deal with in its whole history. They will certaintydpo on the reasons

why the fifth world economy decided to sever its ties with the biggest trading bloc in the world.

Brexit has been a painful process for both the UK and the EU primarily because it is based on an
irrational decision made by the UK vadan total ignorance of its full consequences. What mostly
characterised the Brexit process is the extraordinary lack of preparedness on the part of the British
Government and political <c¢class and theheoveres
EU (AThe EU needs the UK more than the UK need
during and after the 2016 referendum). And despite the efforts of negotiators on both sides to reach

an agreement leading to an orderly Brexit, the UK Padiant 6 s i ncapacity to
future relationship with the EU has led to an impasse that is most likely to end up-thealno

Brexit. At the time of writing, there seems to be no escape from this state of affairs: a possible
reversal of Brexit throgh a unilateral revocation of the Article 50 notification of the intention to
withdraw from the EU cannot be contemplated in the current political context; nor can be a second
referendum if Parliament provides the legislation for holding it and the Consuppsrt it as the

Labour party leadership is unlikely to endorsed the idea; it is also very unlikely that another Article

50 extension beyond 31 October 2019 will be granted by the EU27, let alone a renegotiation of the
Withdrawal Agreement.
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Britain may have shown over decades that it is capable of surviving all kinds of challenges and it
seems like the Brits themselves are not that worried about their future. Whatever comes their way,
they face it with a brave face and lots of humour in taesenal.

Yet, they will need more than a lot of humour to face whatever tidal wave is going to hit them.

Like the Titanic, the UK is not unsinkable
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Brexit-Italy-PrimeMinister, in which Giuliano Amato say#ly intention was that [Article
50] should be a classic safety valve that was there, but never used. It is like having a fire
extinguisher that should never have to be
63% would rather Brexit took place even of it caused Scotkandrig the UK and 61% even if it
meant
Northern Ireland leaving the UK. See the recent YouGov poll of 18 June 2019 available at
https://yougov.co.uk/topics/politics/artickesports/2019/06/18/mosbnservative
memberswvould-seeparty-destroyed
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LEGAL AND INSTITUTIONAL CHANGES

Chair: Marios Andreou
Alexander College

The function of the European Court of Human Rights in an increasingly diverse

worlds: a cultural studies approach

Maria loannou
Alexander Colleg& Cyprus University of Technology

As a cultural product and a cultural formation, the European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR) is quite
characteristic of its kind. It is a result of specific historical events, namegtrigties of the Second World

War and the Holocaust; it is a product of the notion and form of organization we call democracy and, last but
not least, embodies Western cultural notions of rights, rules expressed in documents, objectivity, and a
rational,scientific method of thought. Yet, increasingly, the ECtHR has had to involve itself with cultural
groups that may be seen to embody the opposite of those notions: honour cultures, patriarchy, and
claustrophobic methods of thought. By developing the duetaf the secalled margin of appreciation,
whereby certain cultural (and other, such as ideologic) differences may be allowed, is not the ECtHR
backtracking in its own commitment(s) to uphold the rights and rules contained in the Convention? To put it
differently, is the ECtHR, while seeking to accommodate cultural relativity, risking the operation of the Rule
of Law, or is it trying to establish itself as a method whereby culturally relative values may be embedded in
western notions of what is rightful,osthwhile and true?

The function of the European Court
of Human Rights in an increasingly
diverse world: a cultural studies
approach

Dr. Maria loannou
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McCann and others v UK (1995)
Finogenov v Russia (2011)
S.V. and A. v Denmark (2018)

Natural Law Philosophy: the law must respect
certain basic values, otherwise it is invalid.

Legal Positivism (classic version): legislation
passed by Parliament is valid law irrespective
of content.

The European Court of Human Rights
building in Strasbourg
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Margin of Appreciation: need to balance
between respect for State sovereignty and the
desire to uphold human rights.

Handyside v UK (1976)
Muller v Switzerland (1988)
Evans v UK (2007)

The Islamic veil cases against France (2008,
2009)
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60Twin Peaksdé: I s UKOGs System of Financi

Katerina Georgiadou
Alexander College

In the aftermath of the financial crisis, there emerged a consensus of opinion both on the global stage and in
the domestic arena that failures in regulation played a significant role in the crisis. Thus, following the
financial crisis countries have adedtdifferent approaches or structures to financial regulation. One such
approachisthé T wi n dhwctarkwhiéh regulates the market in accordance with two broad regulatory
functions: first, market conduct integrity and consumer protection; secamtbmiral regulation and financial
system stability. Each objective is pwisuBedabygbda :
the structure. Past experience reveals that some countries have frequently changed structures, particularly in
reponse to financial collapse. Significantly, since it was pioneered in Australia, no country has yet changed
fromIwva né Pstetiare fo another structurdurisdictions such as the United Kingdom, the
Netherlands, South Africa and Australia hasugbstantially reformed their banking and financial sector
regulators by adopting@ T wi n rBgelatdysséucture. In the UK, in particular, the view of the then
Labour government was that that failure was caused by weaknesses in the Tripartite fsysiahatmn and

therefore adopted tti@ wi n  Repeo&ckSaich reforms aim to ensure the stability of these jurisdictions'
financial systemsThe aim of this paper is to examine whether such an approach could prove beneficial for
Cyprus. This paper idetifies challenges associated with Cyprus current financial regulatory system and
considers the insights that the experience of the UK and dilvein Peaks jurisdictions might offer.
Analogous to the UK reform, the banking regulation could be dividex timb categories: first, market
conduct integrity and consumer protection (like the FCA); second, prudential regulation and financial system
stability (like the PRA)

Dr. Katerina Georgiadou

‘Twin Peaks’: Is
UK's System of
Financial
Regulation a Model
for Cyprus?
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Objective

The aim of this paper'is to examine whether
such the “Twin Peaks’ approach could prove
beneficial for Cyprus.

This paper identifies challenges associated
with Cyprus current financial regulatory
system and considers the insights that the
experience of the UK and other ‘Twin Peaks’
jurisdictions might offer.

Objective

Analogous to the UK reform, the banking
regulation could be divided into two
categories: first, market conduct integrity and
consumer protection ; second, prudential
regulation and financial system stability.
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Introduction

« In the aftermath of the financial crisis, there
emerged a consensus of opinion both on the
global stage and in the domestic arena that
failures in regulation played a significant role
in the crisis.

» Thus, following the financial crisis countries
have adopted different approaches or
structures to financial regulation.

Introduction Contd.

» One such approach is the ‘Twin Peaks’
structure which regulates the market in
accordance with two broad regulatory
functions: first, market conduct
integrity and consumer protection;
second, prudential regulation and
financial system stability.

» Each objective is pursued by a separate
regulator, thus lending the name ‘Twin
Peaks’ to the structure.

09 February 2019
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Introduction Contd.
N
\_J
» Past experience reveals that some countries
have  frequently changed  structures,

particularly in response to financial collapse.

» Significantly, since it was pioneered in
Australia, no country has yet changed from a
‘Twin Peaks’ structure to another structure.
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Introduction Contd.

» Jurisdictions such as the United Kingdom,
the Netherlands, South Africa and Australia
have substantially reformed their banking and
financial sector regulators by adopting a_‘Twin
Peaks’ regulatory structure.

* In the UK, in particular, the view was that
that failure was caused by weaknesses in the
Tripartite system of regulation and therefore
adopted the ‘Twin Peaks’ approach. Such
reforms aim to ensure the stability of these
jurisdictions' financial systems.

UK reform

» Since the start of the financial crisis in 2007,
the ‘Tripartite’ model of financial regulation,
which saw responsibility for financial
regulation shared between HM Treasury, the
Bank of England and the Financial Services
Authority (FSA), has been widely criticised for
its inability to prevent, and effectively deal
with, the financial crisis.

09 February 2019
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Financial Policy Committee within the Bank

ion: Changes, Transformations and Challenges

UK reforlm Contd.

The FSA’s ‘light touch’ approach to regulation
was widely criticised as inadequate and the
decision was taken that its operating model
needed to change.

» Therefore, on the 1st of April 2013, the
Financial Services Authority was replaced by
the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) and the
Prudential Regulation Authority (PRA) which
assumed the responsibilities of observing the
health of banks and supervising the conduct of
financial institutions.

UK reforlm Contd.

» Moreover, the government set up the

of England, in order to diagnose and deal with
financial risks to the stability of the system.
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Parliament
Parfiament sets the legisiative framework and holds the Govemment to account (for the regulalory framework)
and holds the reguiatory bodies to account (for performance of their functions)

The Chancellor of the Exchequer and the Treasury
The Chanceior is responsible for the reguiatory framework
and for all deasions involving public funds

Bank of England

peotecting and enhancing the stability of the financial system of the United Kingdom

identifying and monitoring systemic risks and taking action to remowve or reduce
them (including through di tothe PRAand FCA)

PRA
prudentialy regulating banks, insurers protecting and enhancing conf infi
and complex investment firms sendces and markets, ncluding by protecting
consumers and promoting competition

Critisism of UK reform
O
),
» The new structure of the regulatory system has
given rise to certain concerns, particularly with

regards to the danger of creating regulatory
‘underlap’ and duplication.

»In response to these arguments, the
government  clarified that coordination
mechanisms would be established in order to
maintain the effectiveness of the regulatory
system.
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Critisism of UK reform Contd.

» As it was further explained, the FCA and the
PRA enjoy the same status and flexibility to
engage with each other.

» However, it has been established that in case of
disagreement between the two authorities
regarding the course of action to be followed, the
PRA would prevail and hinder the FCA from
exercising a function if the risk of failure of a firm
is high.

Critisism of UK reform Contd.

» Moreover, at this point it is worth
mentioning that the UK strongly influenced
the EU on the financial regulation of the
Union.

» The knowledge and experience of the UK
regulators was very useful.

09 February 2019
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Cyprus and the Crisis

*»On the 16th of March 2013, Cyprus
dominated the news worldwide, when the
Eurogroup and the President of the Republic
of Cyprus reached an agreement regarding the
implementation of a rescue package, which
would impose the bail-in of all insured and
uninsured depositors in every bank of the
island.

Cyprus and the Crisis Contd.

» The phenomenal financial crisis in Cyprus
has been the result of numerous failures in
several areas.

» Factors that have brought the country to this
tragic situation include the national financial
and prudential fiscal policy, the banking
supervision and the internal governance of
the banks and their practices.
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Cyprus and the Crisis Contd.

» The foundation causing the financial crash
has been the ignorance, either voluntary or
involuntary, of the extremely wvulnerable
status of the Cyprus economy emerging from
the high-risk business activities of banks.

» As a result Cyprus has been as categorized
one of the worst cases of self-inflicted damage
in the EU.

Cyprus and the Crisis Contd.

» Specifically, loans were frequently granted
without any prior proper assessment of the
ability of the borrowers to repay them, based
on property or personal guarantees only.

» Nothing seemed wrong until the property
bubble burst in the country, and the
guarantees that were given turned out to be
useless.

09 February 2019
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Recommendations for Cyprus

» The need for reform of the banking sector in
Cyprus has emerged.

» As the UK commenced its reform with the
restructure of the supervision of banks,
Cyprus could also consider proposals for the
improvement of its financial supervision
structure.

Recommendations for Cyprus

*»The Cyprus legislation authorizes the
Central bank of Cyprus (CBC) as the
competent authority for the supervision and
licensing of banks, in accordance with the
guidelines issued by the European Banking
Authority (EBA) and the Directions and
Regulations adopted by the EU.

» Until now, banks were supervised by the
Central bank of Cyprus.

09 February 2019
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Recommendations for Cyprus

* Cyprus major banks have been transferred from
the supervision of the CBC to the supervision of
the European Central Bank (ECB).

» According to the International Monetary Fund
(IMF), the initial structure was fragmented and
thus there could not be an effective and unified
supervision of the financial institutions of the
country.

» It is interesting to examine whether a ‘Twin
Peaks® model similar to that adopted in the UK
would be successful.

Recommendations for Cyprus

» The banking regulation could be divided into
two categories: monitor of the banks’
conduct and prudential supervision.

» The former would deal with the relationship
of banks with their retail customers and
their general market conduct, like the FCA,
and the latter would administer the
soundness of the financial system, like PRA.

09 February 2019
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Recommendations for Cyprus

» Such a division of responsibilities ensures
the efficient operation of the banking
industry.

» The ‘Twin Peaks’ approach would ensure
that supervisory authorities of Cyprus deal
both with the conduct of banks and the
micro-prudential regulation as daily
supervision of them is necessary.

09 February 2019
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Destruction of EU Collective Bargaining and labour law

Panayiotis Elia
Alexander Research Centre

The economic crisis which started in the United States financial sector in 2007 is today a global crisis which
involves almost all sectors and labour markets (Stiglitz 2010); significantly, economic crisis exposed
European Uni on6s smnenCyrrently weare kxperienaing d Un@ which becomes more

and more fragile as the gap between Southégditerranean European countries and Northern countries
turns to be unbridgeabl&aking this as a starting point, this project will comment on thmthof the new
European governance on wages and collective bargaining. In this project | will further argue that the direct
political intervention of the EU into national bargaining in combination with the strong austerity policies
leads to a radical dextralization and in some cases in dismantling of rarttiployer bargaining (Schulten

and Muller 2012). The result of this narrow focus on wages as the key adjustment mechanism has not only
been ineffective in addressing the issue imbalances, but, eveensdise debt and growth problems of

deficit member states. Significantly even the International Monetary Fund has observed that the austerity
measures may have gone too far, as they are clearly depressing economic growth and are contributing to the
sharpincrease of unemployment (IMF 2013).becomes increasingly obvious that the new European
interventionism must also be understood as a political project to weaken European collective bargaining.
Within this concept this project will conclude that this revenomic governance of the EU as a neoliberal
post democratic form of o6consolidation Statebd (Str e
law, precisely, in experiencing a progressive loss of relevance and puts a strain on its tragitional
functions and normative justifications (Giubboni 2018).

Key Words: European Union, atypical work, labour law, precarious, neoliberalism, weaken

Introduction

It has been internationally acknowledged that the normative function of European (Bbipn

labour law is to counterbalance the potential damaging outcomes of regulatory competition, to set
limits on the effects of laws of competition and the market freedoms on national social systems.
Importantly, the Member States must comply with the miumh standards of protection for the
workers that the EU rules set, still, it is in their discretion to maintain or introduce higher levels of
protection. In the wake of the 2008 crisis, especially, the four Member States (Greece, Cyprus,
Portugal, Ireland)hat were introduced into special economic adjustment programs, expeiienced
and still are experiencinigmajor restructure of their labour markets and regulations due to the so
call ed o6internal deregul at i on o6nalladoaronerketses r ea s o
to bridge the gap of competitiveness with the best performing Member States. However, and as
this paper shows even Member States that were not introduced into special economic adjustment
programmes, and are traditionally knowreiperience high levels of employment, like Germany

and the Netherlands, they have high levels of atypical employment.
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The main subject of discussion of this paper is atypical work; atypical (estaadard) work

refers to employment relationships whianmbt conform to the standard model of fithe job of

indefinite length for a single employer. Additionally, atypical work consists oftpaet work,

fixed-term work, temporary work, casual and seasonal workesaffloyed, independent workers

and homewrkers. European Trade Union Institute in its latest work notedtiea e n i n t i me
growth and good economic conditions,meaning pi c al
that atypical work: lacks the significant element of employment secuietyial of permanent

employee rights; instability; low wages; workers rarely receive social benefits and are often denied

the right to join a union.

Importantly this paper argues that it becomes increasingly obvious that the new European
interventionism mst also be understood as a political proyeeich weakers European collective
bargaining. To be able to argue this position the paper concentrates on a critical analysis on the
rulings of the Court of Justice odoueéeren&uacede
the EU as a neoliberal post democratic form of consolidation state which leads to significant
implications to EU labour law.

Literature Review

In the last years many scholars have discussed the crisis of labour law, some even went a step
further to write about t he endEUdaboullazwbaslost | a w.
its original (and always limited) capability to protect national systems from the destructuring

forces of the market, with a progressive (or maybe regressive) disarticulation of its inherent
nor mat i v e. Furtaegrmore,rGauliaanesi(201£opeland (2014) and Buelens & Pearson

(2013) in their work through a critical perspective they show how thdiloeral model of the EU
flexibiliseslabour markets and as a consequence wsikerpr ot ecti on i s di smi s
that precarious wéris the new normal and Gouiliamdgscusseshat what we are experiencing

is the return of the EU to the medieval er a,

What is morethe work ofProfessor Antoine Jacolos labour law, is crucial as heddnot only
concentrat®n the basic and traditional issues surrounding workers and employers, but approached

the subjectasamevol ving discipline that persistently
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To be able tdhave a better understanding aypécal work anconthe changing idea of labour law

the work of Davidov, Kountouris and Freedland (2038 Bssentiahs they give a detailed analysis

of the types, characteristics and concept of atypical work. Kountouris (2016) concludes, among
ot her s, progrbssive liberaligatiod of the provision of atypical work contracts, mostly for

the purposes of jebreation and overall economic performance not only did not support the
improvement of the working conditions but weaken them too, and as such the promises of
flexicurity are abundardt . Kountouris adds that the result

complete, s been the normalization of atypical work.

This paper aims to bring together the work@dfadarswhomhave already commented, through a
critical lens, on EU policies and how these policies affect EU labourTaweach this purpose

the paper comentsomat y pi c al work and why this type of
and presentssondary empirical datahich identifies the high percentage of atypical work in the
employment sectoSignificantly, this paperaims to add to the discussionatypical work ando

notify on the potential dangers arising for the traditional rationale of EU labour law.

CJEU Analysis

The constitutional culmination of the néberal EU policy has undoubtedly been the cases of
Viking and Laval in 2007. In both cas, trade unions took collective action in accordance with
their national law in order to ensure the protection of the workers afforded by national social
legislation. However, through its rulings the CJEU made it clear that its main criterion was the
proper functioning of the European Single Market and as a result of that to safeguard two main
grundnormethe freedom of movement and the protection of completion. Specifically, the CJEU
in the Viking case ruled that actions took by the trade unions viokatiétle 43EC thus the

principle of freedom of establishment.

In the Laval case CJEU ruled that actions of the trade unions resulted in a violation of Article
49EC thus the principle of freedom to provide services. Moreover, through Ruffert in 2008 the
CJBJ applied the same line of reasoning and held that in a case concerned with compliance with

minimum wage and with payment to employees employed on place that services were performed,
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it was held that the contract awarded should contain a declarationinggeodpliance with the
collective agreements. laddition, it was ruled that the level of protection which must be
guaranteed to workers posted to the territory of the host Member State was limiéeimin

Herron the CJEUwent even a step further taled that the employees who transfer to a new
organisation are not entitled to the benefit of collectively agreed terms. In this way the CJEU
actually secured the greatest profits from commercial transactions, particularly by reducing wage
Ccosts.

It is clearly reflected that the CJEU undermines the old rationally of EU labour law and it has
raised a strong shield to protect transnational capitalism by unjustifiably interfering with domestic
political systems. As aesult, labour law needs to restore itgyigmacy with a test, that of
proportionality taking place in the name of the primacy of the distributive effectiveness of market
freedoms. Moreover, it is clearly shown that workers are treated as commodities and that the EU
sets aside their rights aneéé&doms when it comes to conflict with the disturbance of the flow of

goods and services.

The new European Economic Governance

I n the wake of the capitalist crisis since 2I
Economi c Gover n ato averédomenhetchallengeseraisedi and to create a more
binding European coordination of economic policy. One of the outcomes of this policy was the
emerged, in 2010, of the adoptionEfrope 202@ he so cal l ed O6European
2011therewas t he devel opment and the adoption of th
wages as the main economic variable. The main idea behind this reasoning was that to overcome
economic imbalances and to foster competition the wages of the workersoneedowered.

Al ong the same |lines the OFive Presidents Re
proposed amongst others a system of national competitiveness which includes predominantly
lowering wages. Undoubtedly the policiasloptedgo against th workers and pave the road for

the Member States to adopt regulations and policies which allow and most importantly enhance
employers to lower wages and exploit their workers for the sake of competitiveness and economic

development.
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The negativeeffects on the workers and the deregulation of collective agreements and labour
regulations were most obvious in Member States which relied on financial assistance. Significantly

in exchange for new credits, Cyprus, Ireland, Greece and Portugal hadtiuaetifasreaching
policy reforms, which were |l aid down either i
the Troika of EU, ECB and | MF and Hungary, l
Agreement sé that t hey hol d werignded SewdrE .interfah o s e
devaluation of their labour regulations with the aim to adopt the policies and get finance assistance.
Importantly we are experiencing the next step in the development of the new European Economic
Governance which is the conclusioicompetitiveness pacts between EU and the Member States,
known as O0Struct ur adndiRsefdr this reasdn thgtis paper drguésehatMo U

the new system of competitiveness pactelme en r i ghtly | abell ed as 671

Init s Report, 6éLabour Mar ket Devel opments in Eu

and proudly presented ilmployment friendl§reforms. Some of those policies were;

Decrease statutory and contractual minimum wages
Decrease the bargaining covgea

Decrease (automatic), extension of collective agreements

= =2 4

Reform the bargaining system in a less centralised way for instance by removing or limiting

the o6favourability principlebo

1 Introduce/extend the possibility to derogate from higher level agresroeid negotiate
firm-level agreements

1 Promote measures which result in an overall reduction in the wage setting power of trade

unions

Reduction of employment protection legislation

Increase of retirement age

Troika demanded for further freezes and wags.c

Figure 1. *European Interventionism in the area of wage policy 20012

Recommendations/agreements Countries addressed

1. Country-specific Recommendations in the framework of the European Semester

Decentralisation of collective bargaining Belgium, Italy, Spain 55
09 Februar Reform /abolition of automatic wage indexation Belgium, Cyprus, Luxembourg, Malta

Moderation of minimum wage developments France, Slovenia

Moderation of general wage developments Bulgaria, Finland, Italy, Slovenia

Waage developments in line with productivity growth | Germany
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As it can be seen from the abowveforms have as common pa@hbwering wages and collective
bargaining and as a result to lower the protection that the workers experience under their national
policies. Workers as a result lose significant bargaining power and experience a deprive of their
rights since now exploitain policies are becoming the normality and precarious work can be

lawfully categorisedi nder t he &6empl oyment friendly reforn

Furthermore, one of main promoters and supporters of neoliberal policies is Troika. Significantly

Troika folowedan &éone size fits all d apprweech and t he

1. Abolition of termination of national collective agreements

2. Facilitating the derogation of firfievel agreements from sectoral agreements or legislative
provisions, for instance through opening or hardship clauses or by generally giving firm
legel agreements priority over (cresectoral agreements

3. Suspension ofhe favourability principle, affecting the relation between sectoral and
company agreements

4. The introduction of more restrictive criteria for the extension of collective bargaining

5. The reduction of the o6after. effectd of exp

6. The extension of the possibility for nesmion employee representatives to conclude

collective agreements at company level.
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The outcome is that Troika stredss dismantling and decentralising of mwdtnployer collective
bargaining with the aim to removieom the workers and their representatives their power to

negotiate and support their rights and interests.

The effects on the workers

In the case of Cyprus, the effect of the special economic adjustment programme on the workers,
in a nutshell, were thaeal wages declined on average by around 22% and there was a significant
depreciation of labour. Moreover, wages did not decrease in a uniform way and most affected were
the young peopleA general trend was the institutionalisefdnore or less low starg salaries in

all jobs andveresubsidized by the low paid part time state. As regards privately owned workers

in trade unions, the main development and general trend in the years of the capitalist crisis was the
freezing or norrenewal of collective agements and the conclusion of special or temporary

agreements.

The effects of the neliberal policies of the Eltan also bedentified at the devaluation of the
conditions of work or the diminish of collective bargaining but as well as to the faettyipatal
empl oyment i s becoming the new normal all over
Report o, r ec-trmedverkers and 133% fixpilne viorkers so temporary contracts
have become the main form of new jobs created in recamteys. More precisely employment at
atypical working time as a percentage of the total employment is as follows:

1 European Union: 38.1%
Germany: 36.4%
The Netherlands: 44.3%
Cyprus: 39.2%
Greece: 58.6%
Portugal: 30.8%
Ireland: 40.4%

= =4 4 A4 -4 -2

The statistics show that atypical work rates are high not only in the four Member States that were
introduced into special economic adjustment programmes but as well as to Member States like

Germany and the Netherlands.
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Figure 2. *Involuntary part-time employment

refers to part-time workers who declare working part-time
because they could not find a full-time job.

Figure 20: Involuntary part-time employment as percentage of the total part-time employment
for people aged 15-29, 2007 and 2013
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%) Low reliability for Estonia, France, Croatia, Lithuania, the Metherlands, Slovenia, Sweden. Break in time series for France, Croatia, the Netherlands,

Austria and the United Kindgom.
Source: Eurostat (online data code: yth_en

pl_oany

The latest statistics on involuntary part timerk shows what it has been explained above and

from the chart it is obvious that the majority of the Member States have experience a rise in
involuntary part timewvork from 2007 to 2013 while those numbers are expected to be higher

when the latest statistics are to be releas&gnificantly, countries like Italy, Greece, Span and
Portugal have almost double highest number than the average percentage in the EU and this can
be due to the neliberal policies that have been adopted to enhance economic growth at times of

the capialist crisis. In comparison the chart shows that in countries like the Netherlands and
Germany where they experience high level of atypical employment, the levels of involuntary part

time employment are very low meaning that in those countries people ditha@se to work in
atypical types of jobs or that the jobs offer
economic governanced it can be seen that jobs
second argument that has been menti@ieEde prevails.

Figure 3: *The youth unemployment ratio, by age group, 2013

is the percentage of unemployed young people in the age group
15-24 compared to the total population of that age group (employed, unemployed and inactive).

are persons who are not in the labour force (employed or unemployed). The
inactive population can include pre-school children, school children, students, pensioners and
housewives or -men, for example. Provided they are not working at all and either not available or
looking for work; some of these may be of working-age. 58
091

Figure 25: Unemployment ratio of young people, by age group, 2013
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This chart illustrates that the Member States which were more severely affected by the capitalist
crisis experience much higher levelusiemployment than other Member States. Precisely, Greece
has by far the highest level of youth unemployed which is around 38% for people eZ2f@drab

16% for people aged 154, moreover, Spain has around 29% (aged®m:nd 21% (aged 1%4),

and then Paugal, Croatia and Cyprus haaeound 19% (aged 289) and 14% (aged 1%4)
respectively Those percentages are relatively high and they come into conflict with the view that
circles aroundhe EU that youth unemployment is at low piéls the EU averagghows thisis

around 13% for people aged-29 and around 11% for people aged2¥; thus in total 24%. Even

if one argues that unemployment is fallittge reason for thigs the rise in atypical forms of

employment such as p&mne workwhich placeworkers in an uncertaiand unstablsituation.

The charbelowillustrates that the risk of poverty is not exclusively restricted to inactive or retired

personsr those who cho@sto work a relatively short amount of time each week.

Figure 4: *People at risk of poverty in the EU, 2015
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Importantly, the risk of poverty extendsgeople who are workingn 2016, almost 1 in 10 (9%)

persons aged 18 and oViing in the EU28 was at risk of poverty despite being in work. This

il lustrates that the dédnew economic governance:¢
adopted do not have in the centre of their discussion the better off of the wdnkeratuhe same

time the workers do not seem to enjoy benefits of thealed economic development and

progressionThi s can be characterised as 6working ye

Conclusion

This paper has illustrated that teés a cleatrend along the Etthember tates workers are losing

economic ground and atypical employment is becoming the new n&malhas been shown in

this paper young people are particulwarkingy heayv
groupin the last years were in temporary contracts. Along the same lines, and most significantly
across the EU, the share of workers living in households below the poverty line has continued to

rise since the financial crisis and it is higher for those witltstandard employment.

The new european interventionism increased th
so called O0core countriesd6 of the EU, where cc
and where the crisigf at all i reinforced the already existing trend of controlled decentralisation,
without, however, substantially undermining the dominant role of sedewall

bargaining.Nevertheless, the fact that so far only the Mediterrenean countries are affected by this

60
09 February 2019



The European Union: Changes, Transformations and Challenges

covergence trend does not mean that the O0core

decentralise their collective bargaining systems.

In the most recent country specific recommendations, Belgium, for instance, was requested to
decentraliseite ar gai ni ng syst em ptyputdausesiion dedtoaatcollecigve t h e
agreements to better align the wage growth and labour productivity development at local level.
The european competitiveness pattSomalieerpBae
spread across the whole EU.

I n concluding it becomes increasingly obviou
european governance weakens coll ective bar ga

significantly results taéhe rise of the so called atypical or nonstandard and precarious work.

To put it simply the bourgeoisie is getting richer and the proletariat is getting poorer
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Neoliberalism, technocracy and the struggle for environmental justice within
the EU

Nikos Karfakis
Alexander College

The crisis of neoliberalism is not only economic and financial but also political, sociadhaimdnmental.
Neoliberalism has facilitated an unprecedented upward concentration of wealth and income and the erosion
of welfare structures, and has caused severe poverty and new forms of exclusion. Political systems have lost
their legitimacy. Neolibelésm has also caused a tide of authoritarianism, not only within the EU. To impose

its financial logic and ideology, neoliberalism has progressively grown intolerant to various forms of
collective dissent. The supposedly neutral and cosffiget technoctic mode of management of
neoliberalism and the growing inequalities it has produced have, on the other hand, given riseMogight
populism. Finally, at the level of the environment, we have witnessed new forms of enclosures of lands and
the commaodifiation and destruction of the environment. In this paper | would like to examine (a) the current
challenges posed by the commaodification of Nature and the ecological destruction and (b) the future of radical
environmentalism within the EU, that is, its gigle against both the technocratic management of
environmental problems and the authoritarianism environmental activism has been confronted with. | aim to
discuss how the commodification of Nature and environmental destruction are intimately connedteel with
furthering of socieeconomic inequalities as well as to examine what spaces for resistance to these processes
may currently exist.

In this paper | would like to reflect on the current challenges posed by the privatisation,
financialisation, and comndiification of natureand the environmental degradation, but also on

the future of radical environmentalism, within the European Union; | understand the latter as the
struggle against both the technocratic management of environmental problems and the
author t ari an responses to environment al activis
philosophy of technology and the ecosocialist ideas of Michael Loéwy in order to search for
inspiration for the democratisation of technoscience (which is in many wiagsdrevith the
environment) and for a qualitatively different relation to Nature. As | have many big concepts in

the title of this paper, nameheoliberalismtechnocracyandenvironmental justicd would like

to first say how | use them.

First, althogh the term neoliberalism has many and contradictory meamngsed here to denote
(a) t har &t ée i deol ogy and the emphasis give
privatisation of public sectors and services; (c) the deregulation of the corporate sector; (d) a
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reassertion of capitalist class power according to David Han@g5§2and, finally, (e), crucial

for our purposes, the deepening of the commodification of nature and-tf@ngnenclosure of

the commons. Furthermore, following Heynen and Robbins, neoliberalism, or better
neoliberalisationjs better conceived as arcomplete and eveadapting process, rather than as a

coherent ideology or set of policies.

Second, technocracy, itself a loose concept, stems from a deep mistrust in democracy and denotes

a form of governance in which experts are in control of decisidang, a model of society which,

as Raymond Wil l i amsf romec eamditpdlti,t iicsaldlcyo nifd utcrt;
the Oexpertsé6é, officials and bankers, but als
supposedly neutral bigsin the name of efficiency (usually involving cdmnefit analyses), and

are far removed from the realities of the people and local communities who are affected by the
decisions. Indeed, one of the strongest criticisms of the EU in the last yeatsgewler is held

in the selected fewho are unaccountable technocrats sitting in Brussels who without consultation
formulate policies. AY at t i mo and ThAetéchnicians Ipavet not iremaineddneutral,
however, but have chosen sides, as the manlibeeal infrastructure projects and economic

measures i mposed upon member states demonstr at
6[is] an expression of power that is profound
Finally, the term 0senmwvadtr ojnunetnttad dhusmarcse 6h arerh
recognizes that environment al i njustice ari s
Research in the United St at es, where the CO

discrimination [forcesesidents of polluted areas] into lemage service jobs, requiring many to

work multiple jobs and thus reducing overall civic involvement that forms the basis of any public
efforts to resist a toxic hazar doéonaecotomgo | | ut |
inequality and environmental injustice are intimately connected and, perhaps, mutually
reinforcing. Moreover, scholars and activists of environmental justice have tried to expand the
meaning of the term so as to make it a sort of an umbeeftafor concepts and campaign slogans

such as environmentalism of the poor, popular epidemiology, climate justice, and many others, a

move that | find useful.
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While the privatisation, financialisation and commodification of the natural commons and
envirormental injustice should be viewed as global, uneven processes, | will focus on the EU
context. Since 2008, across the globe, we have witnessed the intensification of neoliberal policies

in the form of fiscal austerity, deegulation, and privatisation oftural resources and formerly
public property. OFrom fracking mining, waste
gentrificati on 6V a sagcuceozr da mdgy A poo sCoorltoepzoul o u, na-t
privatized, commoditized, transfoed and degraded with the aim to overcome recession and boost

economic growt h©o.

Greece, for instance, since 20ildue to the three imposed Memoranda of Understaridimas
witnessed a series of atnvironmental changes in the content of legal statndsot only, such

as the implementation of a fesack law to attract foreign investments (which resulted in, among
others, the goldmine at Skouries in Chalcidice, and which | will mention shortly) the dependency
on lignite, the extraction of hydrocam® and the simplification of environmental licensing.
However, many of the aforementioned changes were not dictated byd¢ha $ol ed 6 Tr oi kaé
European Commission, the European Central Bank, and the IMF, but were political choices of the
respectivegovernments. Furthermore, there have been partially successful attempts to privatise
municipal and public water services in many European countries, for example in Italy, Greece, and
Portugal. This has of course to do with the public policies in resportse Eurozone debt crisis,
which are a component of the deepening of the neoliberal regime of privatisation and of the
commodification of social reproduction. Fortunately, after popular struggles, and due to
insufficient profits, the trend towards thev@aiisation of public water services has been reversed.
While in 2001 private companies held 71% of the global water market, in 2018 the percentage was
about 30%.

Additionally, precisely in response to the attempts to privatisatise and commodify natural
resources, urban spaces, etc. all over Europe, in the last decade and even before there has been a
rise in environmental activism. Let me give a couple of examples. In Romania there was the Rosia
Montana antimining movement. In Notr®ame, in France, thekgas the ZAD movement which

opposed the construction of an airport which would deteriorate the lives of the residents. In Italy

there was the NGAV movement which opposed the proposedh-speed railway line (TAV)
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linking Turin and Lyon, regardless of eavironmental impact and popular oppositibastly, in

Greece there was the Skouries movement which opposed the operations of the Canadian
goldmi ni ng company OEIl dorado Gol dbo. Al three
tendency to commodify and privdize natural resources despite the social and environmental

costs. Fortunately, in most cases, until now, local people managed to stop the plans, regain

the land and protect their livelihoods and the wider ecosystems.

Now | would like to briefly discusshe work of the philosopher Andrew Feenberg. Feenberg is
known for having developed a sophisticated, critical philosophy of technology. To simplify to the
extreme, drawing on Marx, the Frankfurt School, Science and Technology Studies, as well as on
other sairces, Feenberg has argued that technology has fundamental political consequences for
our lives but the vast majority is excluded from participating in the design of technologies.
Technologies are implicated in the sepidlitical order and Feenberg has ftecades consistently
argued for a radical democratic politics of technology. He mentions, for example, how in the 1970s
in the US environmentalism emerged as an important political movement. Publics became
concerned with air and water pollution, toxicstes and many other issues and changed both the
technol ogical design and the political agenda
as Feenberg calls them, include women activism and the development of Internet. Of course
someone might ask wahthe possible limits of such interventions are. Anticipating such a question,
Feenberg writes:

6Can these struggles be dismissed as o6reforn

revolutions. It is normal that they be absorbed by a still vigorapgatist system, able to

adjust to new constraints. But only a total failure of imagination can dismiss-emichg

changes such as the new roles of women [or] environmental reforms [...] simply because the

capitalist framework persists©®o.

At present, aoording to Feenberg, we are experiencing a crisis of scientific expertise unleashed

by environmentalism. We could add to that tha
frequently used by technocrats to mark the fact that citizens (anc@aditicisionsnakers) are

extremely misinformed and irrational. In a different context, as GCofésfuez and

Apostolopoulou put it, the neoliberal hegemonic rheteimp hasi zes o6t he irre

72
09 February 2019



The European Union: Changes, Transformations and Challenges

citizens in governing dtlhoec adammonosfé ianndd vs wWpim
Public protests, Feenbegggues, show the limits of science and the lived experience of people
should be taken into account. Technical knowledge and everyday experience are in fact
complementary as protestors have insights and make demands that technology will come to
incorporate Although the rise of movements like citizen science and partielpdmesearch is

both encouraging and much needed, they should not be fetishised. For instance, research has shown
that citizen science often tends not towards radical environment adtigdhe case of monitoring

water pollution in response to fracking boom in northeastern United States, volunteers concentrate

on monitoring the water pollution that has happened instead of how to prevent that pollution.
Therefore, as scholars have suggésthe actions of citizen scientific associations need to be

transformative and 6éconfront the soci al and e

Toget her with theofdft Eahoper atwihd athi omas si gni f
Eurozone crisi$ itself being authoritarian, we might argue that there has been an intensification

of authoritarian responses to environmental activism in many places of Europe. This is of course

not unprecedented but we have to contextualise it within the broader authoritarian turn of
neoliberalism after the crisis due to the legitimation crises of capitalist states. In order to impose

its financial logic and ideology, neoliberalism has progressiyewn intolerant to various forms

of collective action, whether they have to do with environmental or social justice. The case of
Skouries is exemplary of this. The local people/activists of Skouries were classified as terrorists

and were insulted, beatand slandered by the police.

At the same time, and while environmental protection is usually seen as a limiting factor for
economic O06devel opment 6, 6greend capitalism is
environmental and economiccrisih® under | yi ng | o d whichis &fcoarger e e n 6
not newi is that environmental protection can be achieved by adopting the logic of the market. It
might be argued that even if within the EU there is a strong tendency towardsisacanmeral

measures, at the same time there is a tendency towards the commodification of the environment.
I n this I tend to agree with Saveska who argu
by decreasing dependency on the market, the new pamdatithers the commodification of the

nonreconomic relations?©é. Saveska is here referr
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(ETS), which works according to the cap and trade principle. So, this is something of a paradox.

On the one hand, there an@fective socieenvironmental measures but, on the other hand, they

are predicated on deepened commodification. Saveska concludes, in a Polanyian language, that
the outcome of O6the di al ect-engirenmbnéatproessonsisne ol i b
decel erated rate of change, which, although it
not lead to decommodification. This line of argument is supported by Dhandapani and
Apostolopoulowet al. who argue that the practices in modern consenvgor example protected

areas with reference to etaurismi this perhaps mainly outside the Elactually have made it

easier to commodify nature. Payment for Ecosystem Services (PES), of whicluesm is only

one category, according to Dhandapas the ultimate commodification of biodiversity loss.

Although it was originally designed to raise interest for biodiversity conservation, PES has come

to emphasise the economic value of ecosystem services as commodities, without any conservation
intenfon. Ecosystem services basically monetarise the natural environment. Water, timber, air
guality, food, etc. are all considered as Oser
to conserve. However, Halet al (2015: 74) would contest or cent such claims arguing that

6 mopsytmentdor ecosystem services (BEare subsidyike government compensations not

based on monetary valuation of natured and s hc

We should not only establish 6éthe protection
devastatonandthe gradual destruction of I|ife on Eart
ways to stop or reverse the commodification of the planet. The latter seems even more difficult
although there at present some, even if few, hints. This brings mewmtk of Michael Lowy on
606ecosoci atknowmMarxist ltelleceudl and activist, LOwy has written on great number

of topics, and whose work would be impossible to even try to summarise here. What is, however,
important is the alternative vision hand others have been arguing for under the title
6ecosocial i smb. Ecosoci al i s mefarsatthegametimeto¢that o f
ecol ogi cal protection of the environment and
Lowy clarifies, is only a part of a large stream of social and ecological movements such as the
peasant, tradanion, and degrowth movemenit$iwy has argued that what is required is a radical

change in the civilizational paradigm if we want to avoid dramatadogjical disasters, which

would threaten the health and | i ves awobdrld mi | | i ¢
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emancipated from commodity fetishism, and based on the values of freedom, equality, solidarity
and r especWedamot beNsa if and hevd such a vision will be materialised but, as
L°wy puts it in an interview, 6any struggle o
of indigenous communities in defense of the forests, of women against patriarchy, is alreddy a see

of the futureo.
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Connecting in a disconnected world: The role of Hacker spaces and maker

culture in contemporary techno-politics

Leandros Savvides
Cultural Studies in Technology

The paper will address the emergence of the maker culture, where technology and making are explored
outside the professional lab, predominantly in Hackerspaces, Makerspaces and Fab Labs. Such spaces
constitute important sites in the development of epauirce hardware and software, and provide conducive
conditions for the spread of locally created technology to and often beyond technologically informed publics.
Specifically, this paper will addressetttconvergence of activism and the maker culture within capitalist
realism.Drawing on the findings of my research, | argue that the politics of Hackerspaces / Makerspaces and
Fab Labs constitute sites that disclose contradictions and provide spaces téstiogrthe dominant
paradigm and reflect the societies within which they operate. Users become developers themselves who
simultaneously reinvent forms of consumption, processes of learning-andaeptualizing the relationship
between science and crabtroductivism and play, authority and informal horizontal learning. Despite the
apparent social and collective nature of these practices, there is also a parallel individualistic twist at the heart
of the maker culture.

Connecting in a disconnected world:

MAKING AND HACKERSPACES AS REPRESENTATIONS OF
TECHNO-SOCIAL POLITICS IN CONTEMPORARY
CAPITALIST REALISM

Dr. Leandros Savvides
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Main questions

“* What is the function of a Hackerspace/Makerspace/Fab Lab?
“»Do they offer an alternative to neoliberal development within cities?

“»What are the contradictions within which they navigate betweenthe new and the old?

What is of interest

= What is a hackerspace, historical relevance and the rise of the maker culture
* Hackerspaces as representational spaces of contemporary late capitalism and beyond

* What can you do in a hackerspace

89
09 February 2019



The European Union: Changes, Transformations and Challenges

Part 1

WHAT IS A HACKERSPACE, HISTORICAL RELEVANCE AND THE RISE OF
THE MAKER CULTURE

H a C ke I'S p a Ce S Spaces of production or consumption?

Hackerspaces consist of people that are constantly creating,
building, modulating, tinkering, mixing existing technologies
and structures but at the same time forced to adopt
institutional logic as a way to integrate and spread. They are
spaces where hacking, the creative engagement of the
nonprofessional public with science and technology is
encouraged (Oudshourn and Pinch, 2005). They are in other
words “other” spaces, they constitute a departure from what
could be associated as a space of division of labour and
production spaces where professionals are engaging within

their special training fields.
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The way forward is backwards (!?)

“Today we are seeing a return to a new sort of cottage industry. Once again, new technology is
giving individuals the power over the means of production, allowing for bottom-up
entrepreneurship and distributed innovation. Just as the Web’s democratization of the means
of production in everything from software to music made it possible to create an empire in a
dorm room or a hit album in a bedroom, so the new democratized tools of digital manufacturing
will be tomorrow’s spinning jennies. And the guilds they may break may be the very factory
model that grew up in Manchester and dominated the past three centuries.” (Anderson 2012,

p. 50 - 51)

On democratization and empowerment

Susana MNascimento (2014, p. 1) writes on their importance,

“These new settings are promisingly opening up concrete opportunities for decentralized and
collaborative engagements with technology, not only related with material and technical
experimentations, but also with economic, cultural, social and political consequences, and ultimately
with conceptual and epistemological changes. With due attention to their differences, there is a common
and shared rationale attached to these emerging spaces that supports an openness when approaching
and thinking about technology. This powerful and captivating rationale expresses that any user,
consumer, or citizen should be ultimately able to produce, use, share, copy and improve technologies,
with little to no help or backup from traditional technological experts, organizations or institutions. And
from this standpoint, derives a multiplicity of potential pathways for empowerment through technology

and democratization of technology for broader social groups.”
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Historical ingredients of Hackerspace publics

=Collective experience and cultural legacy of the urban working class of previous generations,
whose radical science movements for democratic decision making challenged the direction

of scientific explorations taken by government administration

=Industrial production upgrades and pervasiveness of technology in everyday life eg. digital

manufacturing
=Garage and DIY culture

=Shifts in educational trends which expanded traditional learning to include informal playful
practices whilst retaining basic educational values of previous paradigms (humanist-

professional).

Distinctions between
Hackerspace/Makerspace/Fablab

Used in this study interchangeably as different names of the same sort, community workshops

* Different route: Techshopis a licensed franchise.

Hackerspace - historical communities of programmers such as C-Base (since 1995 in Germany) and

copied from North American counterparts (NYC resistor 2007, Noisebridge 2008, HacDC 2007)
Fab Lab - > Niel Gershenfeld, work in India -> how to make almost anything — Fab Lab charter

Makerspace -> Make magazine -> Dale Dougherty-> Whole Earth Catalog

09 February 2019
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Tracing the hacker identity

Steven Levy 1984 — Hackers: heroes of the computer revolution
-> how the ethos of hackers advanced the new machines called personal computing
Fred Turner 2006 —

-> Hacking as a practice within the military industrial academic complex with research facilities
during the cold war. Increasingly blocked access during the late 1980s just as hacker figures begun to
emerge.

-> the non-political side of the hippie movement of the 1960s begun to scavenge on open
source and collaboration to build mega corporations.

Johan Soderberg - Hacking capitalism

-> Hackers originated from US cold war and anti-war movements. Students who wanted to avoid
war listed for college, thus the hacker ethos entailed “the radicalism of students mixed with the
academic cudos of researchers”

-> the Birth od the FOSS movement from mid 1980s focused on public access to source code, a
list of instructions that can be read by the engineer.

What about now?
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Where are they?

Figure 13 Fab Labs as of 27 January 2014 Source: Fab Foundation Website A d: 15
February 2016

Fab Labs

Figure 14 Fab Labs around the world as of February 2016 Source: Fab Labs Website
Accessed: 15 February 2016
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Geographical perspective

Especially popular

*Northern Europe around industrial and former industrial cities and in the
*USA around the coasts

=Around cities where “creative industries” are growing.

609 Fab Labs around the world in 2016 -> 109 were stationed in the USA, 64 in Italy and 60 in

France...

Hackerspaces
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Figure 15 Hackerspaces around the world as of February 2016 (indicative number, these are
500 out of 2000 Hackerspaces) Source: Hackerspaces.org Accessed: 15 February 2016
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Part 2

HACKERSPACES AS REPRESENTATIONAL SPACES OF CONTEMPORARY
LATE CAPITALISM AND BEYOND: THE CASE OF FABULOUS ST. PAULI

Narratives

* Production as part of leisure, blurring the lines of life and work in favour of the former. Productive

leisure outside the wage work paradigm.

*Organization without leaders, technology as mediator for social change. Social change becomes a

technical and organizational task

=Small Scale environmentally friendly production sites. Shift from mass production heavily industrial

production to local production sites

“Operating with fluid “neotechnic” networked machines and infrastructure. Machines can easily

replicate themselves whilst the same parts can be reconfiguredto produce different machines.

*Understanding the city as a productive living organism rather than a passive consumer space,
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Heterotopias

‘spaces of otherness’

- they exist because of their difference

- within reality but in alternative spatial-temporal configuration
They operate beyond utopia and dystopia as

- alternative order to norms within societies which they exist
- reflections of societies within which they exist

Hackerspaces as places of ‘otherness’

Understanding power in terms of practices not centers of power
“resistance is never in a position of exteriority in relation to power” (Foucault, 1979: 95)

*Shift of power from centers of power to the reproductive relations. Identities, normalities, practices, how

knowledge subjects are organized in spaces becomes the center of attention.

*Possibility to fight existing injustices and identities in places of reproduction of the system

*Emergence of a culture of the new within the old
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The Palais Royal

The Palais Royal, with its coffee~houses,
gardens, arcades and theatres, was the
epitome of a heterotopia that played a
significant role in the emergence of
modern society in France at the time of
the French Revolution. It can be read as
one of the first sites in which the utopics
of modernity, the ambivalent interplay of
freedom and control, were expressed.
This is reflected in both the social
composition of its visitors and the
openness of access and social mixing
that it encouraged and its significance to
the events of the French Revolution."
(Kevin Hetherington, p.17)

L

A View Under the Arcade of the Palais-Rayal

Fabulous St. Pauli

=Grew out of the Hamburg “Right to the City” network,
seen not only a Fab Lab but also a political space.

*In 2010, groups of citizens managed through
mobilizations to stop the gentrification of the section of |
historic neighborhoods near the port.

*A movement emerged to oppose the plans using
squatting as a tactic to stop the redesign of the area
from poor working class to luxury villas

* The Fab Lab was created in one of the squats as a as

a non-profit club according to German law
(“gemeinnitziger Verein”) and is supported mostly by
member fees and donations.

=After opening in 2011, the Fab Lab relocated in the
summer of 2015 to a new space, as the initial space was
to be utilized for housing purposes
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Closed architecture

‘the children in my neighborhood used to go to the gasoline station. It was a meeting point,
some of the kids’" brothers were working there as well, simple jobs like cleaning cars. That was
the only remaining perspective for young children here. The new buildings had receptions and
the rest was closed to the kids. An example is that even car rental station was underground and
nobody could see anything in there. So buildings were systematically closed. So when
companies went out of St. Pauli, either because rents went higher or because companies grew
and wanted to move, we started the Fab Lab against some investors who bought many houses

over the area.’ (Andreas, Fabulous St. Pauli founding member)

Against privatization

privatisierter Blick, sozialisierter Schatten
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State and Capital vs City dwellers

In the cities, however, one side enters the match with lots of capital, demolition excavators, a
tooled-up police force, and the law as a weapon. The other side has nothing but their
determination, their wit, and their bodies when they take to the streets. The other side are the
city dwellers that try to hold squares, save houses, defend tenants, squat infamous vacancies,
protect refugees. For that they are beaten up, shot with tear gas grenades, forbidden to gather in
assemblies or demonstrations. All in the name of the constitutional state, of course, in the name of
the market-compliant democracy [...] The right to the city manifests itself as a superior mode of
rights: the right to freedom, to individualization in socialization, to housing and living. The right to

works [oeuvre] (to participatory activity) and the right to appropriation (well distinguished from the

High-tech for all!

Technological availability, everyday problem-solving, socializing.
The goal is:

*Provide tools and access for all to a digital production that has been confined to
factories.

=*Establish a space in which people can learn together and teach each other the
basics of digital production in a casual way.

*Overcome the “fabrication divide” (Gershenfeld, 2011) that has shaped industrial
societies for a long time, similar to the relatively new “digital divide” of the
information age that got more attention: the gap between those who have access
and those who have not.

*Provide a platform for politicizing the issue of technology within cities whilst also
participating in the Right to the City” network.
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The city is our factory

A political project

I don’t mean that a community fabrication community could ever replace an industrial
production. If we think about the heavy industrial production, thinking about liberation, of
course [this] comes to the question of ownership of the factory. So in a future structure of
manufacturing in the cities we have to think about how can we get hold of the heavy means of
production. This is not just playing with a 3D printer. We know that chip factories are so capital
intensive. We could never for example replace them. Our task is to get hold of medium
technology that is not so capital intensive because we cannot get our hands on semi- conductor

factory. (Niels, Fabulous St. Pauli, interview)
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Spatialization
of conflicts

The spacialization of conflicts: occupy areas
or buildings, stop development plans, block
evictions, create places where people can be
active on their own terms, can gather. All
this might appear like odds and sods in the
face of a system that is so powerful it makes
you feel helpless. Yet these activities are not
fruitless. Seemingly tiny conflicts about
urban spaces show, first, the context and
mechanisms of neoliberal policies in the
immediate vicinity. By that they mobilize,
secondly, not only people who are directly
affected but also other sceptical minds who
had not yet found a point [at which] to join
causes. Third, even tiny conflicts provide a
first experience of self-empowerment that
can change the thinking of the inhabitants
and even give them a new dignity. Ideally
they create, fourthly, spaces in which a logic
beyond neoliberalism can be tried. Anne
Querrien calls these spaces local micro-
potentialities. (Neils Boeing, Fabulous St.
Pauli, written note)

Figure 41 A mapping of the right (0 the Gty network within (he area. Undameaih, machines
for the knitting workshop. Photo Credit: Leandros Savvides
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Under one roof

~experimental artists
~woodwaorkers
~small entrepreneur artists

~digital artists

People can come and build their own
projects and next to this you have
someone who knows about this stuff, a
professional who started as a cabinet

maker so he could explain a lot of k

things. If you were from the other side

of the town, it was a meeting point, a
point for people to search for
learning, how to learn, what can they
learn. Maybe something develops
from this space, and a job opportunity
arises as well. (Andreas, Fabulous St.

Pauli founding member)
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Key questions of the movement

~How do we understand the flow of goods in our cities?

»Who has the right to develop technologies or create technologies specifically
addressed to the needs of the population?

»How is work to be divided and spatially directed?

»Whose industrial revolution?

Contradictions

Problematic of non-dual power institutions (Gramsci)

J Fading memory of working class politics, Hackerspaces/Makerspaces/Fab Labs are not tied to
working class politics.

I New within the old, seems to reinforce the logic of an older version of capitalism, supposedly more
inclusive with smaller shops and workshaops.

Contradictions
Mot for profit but business minded nonetheless.

#Using the same language as nealiberal development: resilient, flexible, decentralized, open access,
participation, access.

=Informality without clear hierarchy helps individual cases but looses to louder voice of the group.
= Participation leading to individual responsibility rather than collective action

= MAgainst monopoly power but dependent for reliable resources on the market

~Spatial social relations but deﬁendent on rents, health and safety regulations and allocation of space

09 February 2019
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Part 3

*"WHAT CAN YOU DO IN A HACKERSPACE?

The rugged consumer
Malewitz, (2014, p.6).

“the rugged consumer views the world outside the prescribed limits of sanctioned use-values” {..}"through their fluid
encounters with the material world, rugged consumers behave in constructivist ways toward cohjects, turning the
aforementioned theories of ohject life spans into practices of misuse. Rugged consumerism has the potential to
temporarily suspend the various networks of power that dictate the proper use of a given artifact and to allow those
networks of power to be understood as contingent strategies that must be perpetually renewed and reinforced rather

than naturalized processes that persist untroubled through time and space. (Malewitz, 2014, p. 6-7)

+ As the predominantly consumerist culture of the 20th century placed a throw- away mindset, rugged consumerism

offers an alternative route, in fact an opposite proposition to its predecessor. Individual agency and autoenomy is still at

the core of this emerging ideological narrative. However, new experiential activities politicized practical issues of waste,

106
09 February 2019



The European Union: Changes, Transformations and Challenges

What can you do in the space

*Play

*Tinker

"Complete a Project

"Hang out

*Connect either on personal or professional level
*Find people, skills, machines

=Learn

=Get Bored

*Other
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Technological Disobedience

Ernesto Oroza (Cuba)

*Understand machines not as finished polished products but as ingredients. See the machines

inside — out rather than vice versa.

*Use these ingredients to create according to local reality §
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THE FIXER'S MANIFESTO

1, IF TS GROKEN, FIX IT) SECALGE GUSRYDAY PRACTICH,
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SOCIAL, ECONOMIC & DEVELOPMENT ISSUES

Chair: Nikos Karfakis
Alexander College

Uneven Development and the Eurozone Crisis: What Role for a European
Industrial Strategy?

Panagiotis Pantelids
Research Institute Promitheas Scientific Council

The Eurozone crisis has uncovered a fundamental imbalance in the EU development process wabield has

both as a major contributing factor for the onset of the crisis itself and has affected the speed and nature of
the recovery in the aftermath of the crisis. The process of European integration in the context of the neo
liberal policies which have been titgtionalized at the core of the EU policy regime (free trade, unrestricted
capital mobility, austerity policies, restrictions on public expenditures, privatisations etc) have led to the
embededness of a "model of development” in the EU which is fundaltyecharacterized by uneven
development. The flawed and distorted nature of economic development in the EU is reflected primarily
through the uneven nature and dynamics of the manufacturing sector between the centre and the periphery in
Europe.There areavious theoretical strands which purport to explain the uneven economic trajectories in
the EU such as dependency theory, cumulative causation and late industrialization theoretical arguments. We
will examine the above issues with a view to formulate psafsofor alternative policies at EU and national

levels which aim towards economic and social convergence. In this context we will critically review recent
approaches for a European Industrial Strategy associated with the Transform Network and the Rosa
Luxembourg Institute. In the concluding section, reference will be made to the case of Cyprus where the
issue of uneven development and unbalanced growth has taken an extreme form. It will be argued, that it is
essential to r@rient theoretical and policy ittking towards a search for an alternative model of economic
development
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Socioeconomic Inequalities in EU Member States

Eftychia Pitsilou
AlexanderCollege
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Average
2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2007 -
2017

EU-28 3.1 0.5 -4.3 21 1.8 -0.4 0.3 1.7 2.3 1.9 2.4 0.8
Euro area (EA-19) 3.1 0.5 -4.5 2.1 1.6 -0.9 -0.2 1.2 2.1 1.8 2.4 0.6
Belgium 3.4 0.8 -2.3 27 1.8 0.2 0.2 1.2 1.4 1.4 1.7 0.9
Bulgaria 7.3 6.0 -3.6 1.2 1.9 0.0 0.9 1.2 3.6 3.9 3.6 1.9
Czech Republic 5.6 2.7 -4.8 2.3 1.8 -0.8 -0.5 2.7 5.3 25 4.3 1.5
Denmark 0.9 -0.5 -4.9 1.9 1.2 0.2 0.9 1.6 1.6 2.0 2.3 0.6
Germany 3.3 1.1 -5.6 4.1 3.7 0.5 0.5 1.9 1.7 1.9 2.2 1.2
Estonia 7.7 -5.4 -14.7 2.3 7.6 4.3 1.9 2.9 1.7 2.1 4.9 0.6
Ireland 5.3 -4.4 -5.0 1.9 3.7 0.2 1.2 8.8 5.1 5.0 7.2 4.1
Greece 3.3 -0.3 -4.3 -5.5 -9.1 -7.3 -3.2 o.7 -0.3 -0.2 1.4 -2.9
Spain 2.8 1.1 -3.6 0.0 -1.0 -2.9 -1.7 1.4 3.4 3.3 3.1 o3
France 24 0.3z -2.9 1.9 22 0.3 0.6 1.0 1.1 1.2 22 o8
Croatia 53 2.0 -7.3 -1.5 -0.32 -2.3 -0.5 -0.1 2.4 2.5 29 -0.2
Italy 1.5 -1.1 -5.5 1.7 0.6 -2.8 -1.7 0.1 1.0 0.9 1.5 -0.6
Cyprus 4.8 2.9 -1.8 1.3 0.z -3.1 -5.9 -1.4 2.0 2.4 29 oz
Latwvia 10.0 -3.5 -14.4 -3.9 5.4 4.0 2.4 1.9 3.0 22 4.5 0.1
Lithuania 11.1 2.6 -14.8 1.6 5.0 3.8 35 3.5 2.0 23 3.8 1.3
Luxembourg 8.4 -1.3 -4 .4 4.9 25 -0.4 3.7 5.8 29 3.1 23 1.9
Hungary o.a 0.9 -6.6 o7 1.7 -1.6 21 4.2 3.4 22 4.0 1.0
Malta 4.0 3.3 -2.5 35 1.3 2.7 4.5 8.1 9.6 52 5.4 4.2
Netherlands 38 22 -3.7 1.3 1.6 -1.0 -0.1 1.4 20 22 29 o8
Austria 37 1.5 -3.8 1.8 29 o7 0.0 0.8 1.1 1.5 30 0.9
Poland 7.0 4.2 28 36 50 1.6 1.4 33 3.8 30 4.6 33
Portugal 25 0.2 -3.0 1.9 -1.8 -4.0 -1.1 0.9 1.8 1.8 27 -0 1
Romania 6.9 83 -5.9 -28 2.0 1.2 35 34 3.9 4.8 8.9 25
Slovenia 6.9 33 -7.8 1.2 0.6 27 -1.1 3.0 23 31 50 0.6
Slovakia 10.8 56 -5.4 5.0 28 1.7 1.5 28 3.9 33 34 2.4
Finmland 52 o7 -8.3 30 26 -1.4 -0.8 -0.6 0.1 21 26 0.0
Sweden 3.4 -0.6 -52 &.0 27 -0.3 1.2 26 4.5 32z 23 1.6
United Kingdom 25 -0.3 -4.2 1.7 1.6 1.4 2.0 2.9 23 1.8 1.7 1.1
lceland a.4 1.7 -6.5 -3.6 2.0 1.3 4.3 22 43 75 36 1.6
Norway 30 0.5 -1.7 o7 1.0 27 1.0 2.0 2.0 1.1 1.9 1.1
Switzerland 41 2.2 2.2 3.0 1.7 1.0 1.9 2.4 1.2 1.4 1.1 1.4
Montenegro () 7.2 -5.8 27 32 2.7 35 1.8 3.4 29 1.8
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 6.5 55 -0.4 3.4 23 -0.5 29 36 3.9 2.9 (e X ] 2.4
Albania 6.0 7.5 3.4 37 25 1.4 1.0 1.8 22 3.4 38 31
Serbia 59 54 -3.1 0.6 1.4 -1.0 26 -1.8 o8 28 1.9 [0 X}
Turkey (%) 5.0 0.8 -4.7 85 11.1 4.8 85 52 6.1 32 4.7
Bosnia and Herzegovina (%) 59 54 -3.0 09 1.0 -0.8 23 1.1 321 31 1.4
Kosovo (*H*) - 36 33 4.4 28 34 1.2 4.1 4.1 3.4
China ({including Hong Kong) (%)} 14.2 8.7 S 4 10.6 a5 7.9 =1 7.3 6.9 6.7 8.4
Japan 1.7 -1.1 -5.4 4.2 -0.1 1.5 20 0.4 1.4 09 1.7 0.5
United States 1.8 -0.3 -2.8 25 1.6 22 1.7 2.6 29 1.5 23 1.4
Mote: based on chain linked volumes.
(") Average 2008-2016 instead of 2007-2017.
=) Average 2007-2016 instead of 2007-2017.
(*) This designation is without prejudice to positions on status, and is in line with UNSCR 1244/1299 and the ICJ Opinion on the Kosovo declaration ofindependence.
(<) Average 2009-2016 instead of 2007-2017.
Sowrce. Eurcstat (online data code: naida_10_gdp) and World Bank

eurostatil
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